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Conservation Easement Tax Incentive Coalition 

 
February 11, 2015 

 
Please Vote for the Conservation Easement Incentive Act 

 
Dear Representative: 
 
On behalf of the undersigned conservation, agriculture, and sporting organizations, we urge you 
to vote for a bill containing H.R. 641, the Conservation Easement Incentive Act, introduced by 
Congressmen Mike Kelly (R-PA) and Mike Thompson (D-CA).  
 
H.R. 641 was recently reported out of the Ways and Means Committee, and will be packaged 
with other charitable giving incentives, including the enhanced deduction for the donation of 
food inventory to food banks and the IRA charitable rollover provision.  
 
First passed in 2006, the enhanced tax deduction for conservation easement donations helped 
America’s land trusts work with willing landowners to boost such donations by a third, to more 
than a million acres a year. It has even greater potential – but that potential can only be realized 
by making the incentive a permanent part of the tax law. 
 
Landowners can choose to retire the development rights on their land by donating a conservation 
easement – keeping farm, ranch and forest lands in productive use, protecting important fish and 
wildlife habitat, and conserving our scenic and historic heritage across America. Under previous 
law, landowners with a modest income received little or no tax benefit from donating what may 
be their family’s most valuable asset. By allowing such donors to deduct a larger portion of their 
income over a longer period of time, this incentive enables thousands of landowners to afford 
conservation. However, this important tool expired at the end of 2014, resulting in a 50% decline 
in easement donations across much of the country. 
 
Similar legislation in the 113th Congress (H.R. 2807) had 222 House sponsors. Presidents Bush 
and Obama both asked Congress to make the incentive permanent in their budget requests. 
 
The sponsor’s Dear Colleague is attached. For more detailed information, please contact Bryan 
David of the Land Trust Alliance at 202-800-2223 or bdavid@lta.org. 
 
Sincerely,

Bob Stallman, President 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
 
Andrew McElwaine, President 
American Farmland Trust 
 
Thomas E. Bigford, Policy Director 
American Fisheries Society 
 
Tom Martin, President & CEO 
American Forest Foundation 

 
Susan Arnold, Vice President for Conservation 
Appalachian Mountain Club 
 
J. Mitch King, Director of Government 

Relations 
Archery Trade Association 
 
Jen Mock Schaeffer, Government Affairs 

Director 
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/2807/cosponsors?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22h.r.+2807/%22%22%5d%7d
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Steve Mealey 
Conservation Policy Committee Co-Chairman 
Boone & Crockett Club 
 
Len Vallender, Conservation Chair 
Campfire Club of America 
 
Gary Kania, Vice-President  
Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 
 
John J. Jackson, III, President  
Conservation Force 
 
John L. Devney, Vice President, U.S. Policy 
Delta Waterfowl Foundation 
 
Dan Wrinn, Director of Public Policy 
Ducks Unlimited 
 
Holley Groshek, Chief Executive Officer 
Equine Land Conservation Resource 
 
Scott Kovarovics 
Executive Director & Conservation Director 
Izaak Walton League of America 
 
Rand Wentworth, President 
Land Trust Alliance 
 
Miles Moretti, President/CEO 
Mule Deer Foundation 
 
Dave Tenny, President & CEO 
National Alliance of Forest Owners 
 
Lee McDaniel, President 
National Association of Conservation Districts 
 
Brian Moore, Legislative Director  
National Audubon Society 
 
Erik Hein, Executive Director 
National Conference of State Historic 

Preservation Officers 
 
Lawrence G. Keane, Senior Vice President, 

Assistant Secretary & General Counsel  
National Shooting Sports Foundation 

 
Thomas J. Cassidy, Jr. 
Vice President for Government Relations 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
 
Rebecca A. Humphries, Chief Conservation 

Officer  
National Wild Turkey Federation 
 
Adam Kolton, Vice President of National 

Advocacy 
National Wildlife Federation 
 
Keith A. Argow, President 
National Woodland Owners Association 
 
RockRingling, Board President 
Partnership of Rangeland Trusts (PORT) 
 
Dave Nomsen, VP of Government Affairs 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
 
Blake Henning,  VP of Lands & Conservation 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
 
Melissa Simpson, Director of Government 

Affairs 
Safari Club International 
 
Kelly Reed, Director of Government Relations 
The Conservation Fund 
 
Kameran Onley, Director of U.S. Government 

Relations 
The Nature Conservancy 
 
Will Rogers, President 
The Trust for Public Land 
 
Gary J. Wolfe, Executive Director 
The Vital Ground Foundation 
 
Rick Baydack, President 
The Wildlife Society 
 
Whit Fosburgh, President and CEO 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
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Steve Moyer, Vice President, Government 
Affairs  

Trout Unlimited 
 
Steven A. Williams, President 
Wildlife Management Institute 
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